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The main diet
of a koala, eucalyptus, is highly
poisonous. While adult koalas’

bowels are lined with unique

bacteria to help them digest these
lethal leaves, joeys need some time
to develop. To help them along, the
mother produces a sticky faecal
substance called ‘pap’, which the
young eats, providing it with the

bacteria it needs to survive on
eucalyptus as an adult.
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Wolf spiders are
unusually attentive mothers. While
most spiders will hang their eggs in

their web, the female wolf spider
constructs an egg sac of white,
papery silk, which she then carries
around on her back. Once her
offspring hatch, she carries them
on her back until they are ready to
face the world on their own.
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The 4m-long giant Pacific octopus -

the largest octopus species in the

world - lays and tends to one super
brood of about 100,000 eggs.

So dedicated are these mothers to
their eggs, carefully caressing them to
keep them clean and supplied with
oxygen, that they have no chance to
feed or look after themselues.

After six months of dedicating
themselues solely to safeguarding
their eggs, the mothers die once
the eggs hatch.



